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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to application filed 7/31/2001. Claims 1-10 are 
presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 05/29/03 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said service profile" in line 13. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 2, line 2, 
"polices" should be replaced with -policies--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Application/Control Number: 09/917,866 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2151 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Giese 
et al. ("Giese") US patent Number 6,728,267. 

As per claim 1 , Giese teaches a method of delivering an application or service to a 
subscriber (see abstract), said method comprising the steps of: (1 ) receiving a packet 
requesting delivery of said application or service from said subscriber at a 
communication device (col. 10 lines 55 et seq; col. 1 1 line 55 to col. 12 line 28); (2) 
retrieving a subscriber context referencing policies that describe applications and 
services available to said subscriber (col. 10 lines 55 et seq; col. 1 1 line 55 to col. 12 
line 28); (3) comparing said application or service requested by said packet with policies 
referenced by said subscriber context to identify matching policies (col. 10 lines 55 et 
seq; col. 1 1 line 55 to col. 12 line 28); (4) referencing a service policy accessible for 
describing said application or service when requested by other subscribers to obtain a 
description of said matching policies and (5) delivering said requested application or 
service from a service provider to said subscriber via said communication device 
according to said description of said matching policies obtained from said service profile 
(col. 15 lines 15 et seq; col. 17 lines 44 et seq; col. 10 lines 55 et seq; col. 1 1 line 55 to 
col. 12 line 28). 

As per claim 2, Giese teaches a method of claim 1 , wherein each application or service 
is described by a single set of policies in said service profile, and wherein each request 
for said application or service is fulfilled according to said single set of policies (col. 1 5 
lines 15 et seq; col. 17 lines 44 et seq). 
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As per claim 3, Giese teaches a method of delivering applications or services via a 
communication device in communication with a service provider and a subscriber, said 
method comprising the steps of: (1) receiving a packet at said communication device 
from said subscriber (col. 10 lines 55 et seq; col. 1 1 line 55 to col. 12 line 28); (2) 
obtaining a subscriber context that references applications or services available to said 
subscriber by attempting to identify said subscriber, and authenticating said subscriber 
when said subscriber is not identified; upon identifying or authenticating said subscriber, 
performing the steps of: (3) comparing said subscriber context with said packet; and (4) 
delivering one or more applications or services requested by said packet that are also 
referenced by said subscriber context from said service provider through said 
communication device to said subscriber (col. 15 lines 15 et seq; col. 17 line 44 to col. 
18 line 15). 

As per claim 4, Giese teaches a method of claim 3, wherein said step of obtaining a 
subscriber context further comprises comparing said packet with packet source 
information accessible by said communication device (col. 15 lines 15 et seq; col. 17 
line 44 to col. 18 line 15). 

As per claim 5, Giese teaches a method of claim 3, wherein said step of authenticating 
further comprises the step of dynamically retrieving said subscriber context from an off- 
communication device data store (col. 15 lines 15 et seq; col. 17 line 44 to col. 18 line 
15). 

As per claim 6, Giese teaches a method of claim 3, wherein said packet source 
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information comprises identifiers for identifying an interface through which said packet 
was received (col. 15 lines 15 et seq; col. 17 line 44 to col. 18 line 15). 
As per claim 7, Giese teaches a method of claim 6, wherein said identifiers comprise at 
least one of: an IP address; a PPP session number; an ATM VCI or VPI; a physical 
interface number; or a VLAN tag (see col. 1 1 , table 1 ; see fig 16-1 8). 

As per claim 8, Giese teaches a method of claim 3, wherein said comparing comprises 
comparing packet fields of said packet and of said subscriber context (col. 15 lines 15 et 
seq; col. 17 lines 44 et seq). 

As per claim 9, Giese teaches s method of claim 8, wherein said packet fields comprise 
at least one of: a source or destination IP address; a source or destination TCP/UDP 
port number; VLAN tag; or ToS/DSCP (see col 14 lines 21 et seq). 

As per claim 10, Giese teaches a method of claim 3, wherein services and applications 
are delivered according to inbound and outbound policies, and wherein a least 
restrictive policy is applied see fig 12. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571 272 3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). — 



Frantz Jean 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



